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_ dence the mo 
ſacred writings. 


Two 
SERMONS, Kc. 


' EXODUS xv. 1. 
« 1 will TA ing unto the Lord for he hath papel 
n 


1 words direct Our attention to an event the 


moſt pen to an interpoſition of Divine Provi- 


aſtoniſhing, that is recorded in the 


In the former part of this book, we kava an ac- | 


count of the departure of the children of Iſrael from 
the land of Goſhen, and their journeying onward, 


until they came to Baalzephon. This Baalzephon 
was ſituated upon the weſt point of the Red Sea, and 


is now called Suez. Here the Iſraelites encamped, 


and here Pharaoh and his hoſt are ſuppoſed to have 


| gotten the firſt ſight of them, after they left Goſhen. 


Perhaps they were directed to take this circuitous 


CC 
* 


4 
march, bs: a ſuperintending Providence, rather than 
go by the peninſula, which might have led them in- 


| to a war with the Philiſtines. And by taking the 
particular route between the mountains of Hiroth, 
Pharaoh might be drawn forth upon a ſuppoſed ad- 


vantage obtained. In the alar ming fituation in which 


they now were, Moſes encouraged them to advance 

to the ſea ſhore: this being done, he lifted up his 
powerful rod, and, lo! the waters ſeparate, when, 
in two columns, and in a ſtrange path, he conduct- 

ed them ſafe to the oppoſite ſhore—then, the waters 
re- aſſuming their former bed, overwhelmed Pharaoh 
and his hoſt, and left not a man to o carry back the 


news to Egypt. 


Moſes, under the direction of the Holy Soleit, 
compoled the inimitable hymn of which my text is 
a part, and he and the children of Iſrael ſung it, be- 


fore they left the place, where they ſaw with their 
eyes, this miracle wrought in their favour. - 


Not far from the place where the enemies of Iſrael j 
and of Ifrael's God were deſtroyed, has the fame ſu- q 


perintending Providence, given our fleet a complete 


victory over a cruel, and no leſs infidel foe; and it 


is more than probable, that few, if any of thoſe in- 
fatuated creatures landed in Egypt, with Buonaparte 
at their head, ſhall ever return to France, to tell their 
| defperate deeds. For this victory, and other remark- 
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able is of the Divine favour manifeſted. to us, 
we, with the reſt of our brethren, in the nation, are 


called upon by our loving ſovereign, to ſet this day | 


apart as a day of public thankſgiving to Almighty | 


God for his goodneſs. And cold—nay, RG 
worle than cold, muſt that heart be that will not 


join in the grateful ſong, ] will fing unto the Lord, I» 


for he hath triumphed gloriouſly. 5 


This ſong not only looks back to what God had 


done for his church and people, but it looks forward 


to what he will do for them in future times. 80 


that we may conſider Iſraebs deliverance from Pha- 


raoh and his hoſt, as typical of ſomething more ex- 
traordinary towards the end of the world, when Ged 


will pour out his plagues upon all Antichriſtian 
powers. Let us watch the ſigns of the times, that 
we m avoid the evil of the latter days. 


In diſcourſing FIG 10 words, I propoſe 
I. To make a few obſervations on thankſgiving, 


„ It. To mention ſome of thoſe mercies that call up- 


on us at this time to give thanks. 


III. Bring the matter home to ourſelves. 


And then conclude with a particular exhortation. 


6 


And, may God himſelf W 5 zen with _ SY 


the x to be delivered. 


I am firſt to make a few obſervations on thankſ- 


giving. And here I would obſerve in general, that 


: thankſgiving is the duty, and will be the delight of 


every true Chriſtian, We are all forward enough to 
implore God to avert thoſe judgments which threat- 


en us, and to ſupplicate God for thoſe bleſſings we 
ſtand in need of; but we are too careleſs to preſerve 
upon our minds an abiding ſenſe of God's goodneſs, 


in averting the one, and in granting the other. This 
is ſtrikingly illuſtrated in the account of the lepers, . 
mentioned by the evangeliſt Luke. All the ten le- 


pers were very earneſt in ſupplicating God for the 


mercy they ſtood in need of- all the ten were clean- 


ſed “ but only one returned to give glory to God.“ 
I would not be thought here to inſinuate that this is 


the proportion of thankful ſouls in the kingdom at 
preſent, for I believe there never was an Occa- 


ſion of this kind, where joy and thankfulneſs were 


more real and univerſal, Nor would I be underſtood. 
here, as if I meant that one day, or one half day's 
appearance in the houſe of God, during the year, was 
ſufficient to fix the character of a my either as a 


loyal ſubject, or a good Chriſtian. 
It is not a ſingle act, but the general tenor of a 
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3 
man's life, that enables us to judge of the one and 


of the other. He who thinks it enough to go to 
church upon a day of public faſting and humiiliation, 
or upon a day of public thankſgiving, while he de- 


ſpiſes the Sabbaths of the Lord, and diſregards the 


public ordinances of religion all the reſt of the year, 
offereth to God the ſacrifice of a fool, and not the 
tribute of praiſe. What I mean here is, that men 


are more ready to ſupplicate God to avert judgments 
and beſtow favours, than they are to ſhow the gra- 


titude of their heart for mercies received, by an 
uniform and ſteady perſeverance 1 in all the duties of 
religion. 


But to be a little more particular. Thankſgiving 


is a duty ſtrictly enjoined i in the word of God: Of- 


8 


fer unto God thankſgiving,” Pſal. l. 14. I will 
bleſs the Lord at all times: his praiſe ſhall conti- 


al 


{82 nually be in my mouth,” Pſal. xxxiv. 1. © In 
« every thing give thanks: for this is the will of 
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* God in Chriſt Jeſus concerning you, 1 Thell. v. 
18. By the laws of Ezekiel's temple, the worſhip- 


pers were ſo required to go in at one door, and out 
at another, that none might at any time turn their 
backs upon the mercy-ſeat. By the laws of God, 


we muſt keep ſtraight on in our way to heaven, with- 


out turning to the right hand or to the left; we muſt | 


eſpecially beware of living in the habitual neglect of 


8 


the poſitive duties of religion, becauſe ſuch a con- 
duct diſcovers an ungrateful difpoſition, and is high- 


ly diſpleaſing in the ſight of God. An unthankful 
Foul acts againſt his own intereſt and happineſs, whe- 


ther he be in proſperous or adverſe circumſtances.— 
To thank God for mercies, is the way to ſecure them 

Land to thank God for miſeries, is the way to re- 
move them. Even common mercies to a thankful | 
ſoul, prove a bleſſing, but to an unthankful foul, they 
often prove a ſnare. A grateful heart will always be 


ſubmiſſive unto the Divine will; but an ungrateful, 


rebellious ſpirit, will not ſubmit even to the laws of 5 


heaven. 
Thhere are ſome perſons among us aries + go about 
to perſuade others that a day of thankſgiving to God, 
for victory over our enemies, is unlawful. We live 


in an age, my friends, when nothing is to be wonder- 
ed at—an age, when eſtabliſhments -of - every kind 
are evil ſpoken of by ſome, whether theſe eſtabliſh- 


ments have God or man for their author. There are 


ſome perſons, who carp at the church, for ſetting a- 
part any day for public worſhip, but Sabbath. And 
are there not ſome men among us who cavil at the 
moſt glorious inſtitution that ever was ordained, 1 
mean the inſtitution of the Sabbath, who, like their 
great patrons, the French Directory would TeJoice to 


Aee it eraſed from our creed? 
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| Nay more, is there not a new race of men ſprung 


vp among us, who cavil at the word of God itſelf, 
and reject with ridicule, the precious truths therein 
contained: truths, which are the foundation of all 
our hope, and the ſource of all our joy? Theſe di- 
ſturbers of ſociety have a deep-rooted enmity at all 
eſtabliſhments, both in church and ſtate, and were 
their power equal to their inclination, both would 
ſoon be overturned, and we ſhould ſoon ſee ſet up 
in their place, all the tortures of French cruelty, and 
all the horrors of French Atheiſm. 


But let us hear their objections. 
Nothing, ſay they, © can be a greater inſult to 


* the Majeſty of Heaven, than to thank him for 
„the deſtruction of our fellow- creatures. — This 
objection may appear plauſible at firſt ſight, but is 
truly jeſuitical, and ſeems intended to miſlead and 
deceive the unwary. The deſign of our preſent 
meeting is, not to thank God for the deſtruction OL 
our enemies, but to bleſs God who has prevented 


cur enemies from deſtroying us, by defeating their 


diabolical deſigns, and giving ſuch ſignal ſucceſs a- 


gainſt a people, who have long been the plague of 


Europe. They were ſo under their monarchy, they 
are now tenfold more ſo, under their ſhockingly cor- 


rupt democracy. 


By theſe victories, for which we are now met to 
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thank God, our lives and properties, our liberties and 
religion, our every thing dear and valuable in life, 


have been, under Providence, preferved. A great 
addition hath been made to our fleets by the diminu- 


tion, yea, almoſt annihilation of theirs; our trade is 


preſerved; the means of carrying on their threatened 
invaſion deſtroyed; and the deſigns of internal foes 
eſfectually cruſhed. And are not theſe ſufficient 
grounds for thankſgiving and joy? But I would 
aſk thoſe men who thus conſtrue our preſent meet- 


ing, whether they would have rejoiced, had our 


enemies been as victorious over us, as we have been 
over them? Yes, my friends, and I am much afraid 
would have dealt deſtruction round them with a li- 
beral hand. © But thanks be to God who hath 
given us the victory,“ by which fo much good 
hath been ſecured, and ſo much evil hath been pre- 
vented. © O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is 


& good: for his mercy endureth for ever,” Pfal. cvi. 
3 | : 


The fecond head was to mention ſome of thoſe 


mercies, which call upon us to be thankful. 


| What I have to offer upon this head will fall 


chiefly under the doctrine of Providence. A doc- 


trine, my friends, in which you and I are deeply 


intereſted, A doQrine, whieb though denied by the 


11 


preſent leaders in France, is full of comfort and con- 
ſolation to the true Chriſtian. In adverſity, it pours 


the healing balm of conſolation into the ſoul, and 


To in proſperity, it teaches to acknowledge God as the 
giver of every good and perfect giſt. 


It is the happineſs of all the true Iſrael of God, 
that their keeper neither ſlumbers nor ſleeps. He 


watches over the intereſts of individuals, and much 
more over the intereſts of nations, eſpecially where 
the happineſs of his own people is involved. The 
providence of God inſpects and governs all things; 
for God's ſeeing and knowing all things, is in order 
to his governing and diſpoſing all things; and this 
he does for his own glory, and the happineſs of 
thoſe who love and ſerve him. 

In the hiſtory of the Jews, and in the riſe and 
fall of empires, we have the moſt aſtoniſhing and 
convincing proofs of an over-ruling providence. But 
of all the revolutions that have taken place on earth, 
of all the periods mentioned in hiſtory, there never 
was a period like the preſent, nor was the hand of 

Providence ever ſo manifeſt, as in the preſent ſtate of 
| theſe kingdoms, compared with all the other king 
doms in the world. I do not call upon you to re- 
collect an hiſtory, which few of you have ever had 

an opportunity to conſult, but I call upon you to 
recolle& an hiſtory, with which all of you ought to 


12 
be acquainted -I mean the hiſtory of your Bibles.— 
There you may ſee what changes and dangers the 
church of God hath undergone. At one time, you 
may behold her toſſed upon the floods at another 
time, you may ſee her driven into the deſert—at a 

third time, ſhe is baniſhed into captivity. But Jeho- 

vah had charged his providence with her, and on 
1 this account, ſhe continued ſafe in the floods alive 
in the deſert and undiſturbed in the captivity.— 
Think too, on the changes which families and indi- 
viduals have experienced within the little circle of 
your own acquaintance, within the ſhort period of : 
your own lives. And who can tell what moment- 
ous events, now in the womb of Providence, ſhall be 
| Hereafter produced, before chat period arrive, when 
the doQrine of the croſs, in all its glory and native 
ſimplicity, ſhall cover the earth as the waters cover 
the ſea. As a prelude to that happy period, ſcrip- 
ture informs us, that there will be a general decay 
of religion—an open contempt of its doctrines, its 
precepts, its ſacred inſtitutions and its followers. How 
like to this are the preſent times? Does not infideli- 
ty ſtalk abroad at noon day without ſhame? 

Never was there more knowledge in the world, 
and never was there leſs piety. Never were the 
truths of religion more clearly and univerſally taught, 
and never were theſe ſacred truths more tortured, 
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miſconſtrued, and abuſed by ignorant and deſigning 


men, and never were the public inſtitutions of our 


holy religion more ſhamefully neglected. What the 
end of theſe things ſhall be, God only knows; I do 
not mention them to damp our Joy upon the preſent 


occaſion; my motive in doing ſo is, © that we may 


e rejoice with trembling,” that we may mark the 


ſigns of the times, and endeavour to profit. 
The ſigns of the times are truly alarming, and 


from theſe ſigns, ſome men have ventured to pro- 

| pPhely concerning the ſeat of the beaſt, the downfal 
of Antichriſt, and the end of the world. Secret 
things belong to God,“ and we but expoſe our- 
ſelves, when we attempt to ſpeak of things which God 
has not revealed. There is no doubt but Rome is 
humbled, Antichriſt brought low, and the end of 
the world drawing on apace. But who can tell 
| when the end of theſe things ſhall be? Near as they 
may appear to ſome perſons, yet for any thing we 
know, baniſhed Antichriſt may return in triumph to 
Rome, and his votaries may become tenfold more 


the children of fanaticiſm and the dupes of ſuperſti- 


"_ than ever, before that period arrive, © when God 


** will deſtroy him with the een of his mouth, and 


| 8 the brightneſs of his coming, 2 Theſſ. ii. 8. 


Of all the kingdoms on earth, Scotland alone, by 


the good providence of God, Was enabled to reſiſt | 
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the intolerant ſpirit of the church of Rome, and in 


ſpite of her bulls and her anathemas, nobly perſiſt- 


ed in refuſing to fall down and worſhip the beaſt. 
England has long ſince come out of her; ſo that we 
may venture to hope, God will not involve us in 
her puniſhment. = 


At the ſame time, let us not be high-minded, but . i 


fear—let us not forget the loving Kindneſs of the 
Lord towards us, leſt he be provoked to undo all 


he hath done for us. He hath inſtruments at his | 
command, to carry on his deſigns and execute his 


judgments, *© He doth according to his will in hea- 
ven and on earth: and none can ſtay his hand, Or 
« fay unto him what doſt thou? Dan. iv. „ Mn 
eafy with God, if he chuſe, to divide our counſels, 
and to fruſtrate the beſt laid ſchemes of the wiſeſt 
men. If evil be determined againſt Abſalom, he can 
make the wiſe counſel of Ahithophel deſpiſed, and 
the evil counſel of Huſhat preferred. He may fſut- 


fer a ſet of zealots to over-run the country, who, 


under the plauſible appearance of religious inſtruc- 
tion, and the apparent deſire of propagating religi- 
ous knowledge, may unhinge the minds of the riſ- 
ing generation, already too much afloat, and by de- 
grees introduce ſome new doctrine of their own, 
that may lead away the unthinking, from the faith 
as it is in Jeſus, and in the end, ſap the foundation 


15 


of our happy eſtabliſhment in church and ſtate. If 
we forget God, and our duty to God, while he is 

g viſibly ſmiling upon all our endeavours; if, with the 
Bible in our hands, we hearken to men who ridi- 
cule the cheering and ſoubcomforting doctrines it 


contains; if we liſten to doctrines, however faſhion- 


able, that ſhould rouſe our indignation and excite 
our reſentment, being ſubverſive of the glorious 
90 truths of the goſpel of Chriſt; if we follow after 
| © thoſe who are given to change; murmur at our ſi- 
RH tuation, whether civil or religious, and ſeek to bet- 
ter it by unlawful means, what can we expect, but 
| © that God may ſuffer us to become the dupes of de- 
ſigning, unprincipled men, and allow thoſe who now 
\ hate us, to bear rule over us? He ſuffered for a 
time, that blaſphemous infidel Sennacherib, to be 
the executioner of his juſtice upon the Jews, and af- 
terwards upon the Egyptians. And who can tell, 
but God may be uling that infatuated people with 
© whom we are at war, as his inſtruments, to puniſh | 
wicked Chriſtians; as well as for the trial of thoſe 
© who hold faſt the faith once delivered to the ſaints? 


At a time then, when infidels are uſing every me- 


z thod, open and concealed, to overturn Chriſtianity, 
I call upon you, my dear hearers, from a ſenſe of du- 
9 ty, and a concern for your beſt intereſts, to be upon 
3 your guard againft French principles, as well as a- 
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gainſt Frenchmen. Frenchmen may invade, and 


may overcome, which is ſcarce ſuppoſable, —but 1 


will even make the ſuppoſition, improbable as it is, 
that they do effect a landing, and even overcome 
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us fighting in our defence, —What then? we die in 


a noble cauſe, and death, in defence of our religion, 
and every thing we hold dear and valuable in this 
world, would be preferable to life, under the domi- 


nion of ſuch miſcreants, as ſuck the heart's blood of 


every country they enter, and that too, under the 


Pretext of ſervice and kindneſs. 


Vet after all, death 1s the utmoſt to "which their 


maleyolence « can carry them, * after this they can do 9 


no more.“ But if we adopt their wicked Prin- 
ciples, and embrace their blaſphemous opinions, We 
embrace miſery and wretchedneſs in this world, and 


have nothing but the certain proſpect of endleſs mi- 
ſery in the world to come. | 
But let us conſider the conſequences of embrac- 
ing their principles even in a temporal point of view. 
And here I ſhall juſt mention the fate of one coun- 


try, which of itſelf is ſufficient to illuſtrate what J 
mean; and that is Holland. And how was Holland 9 


overcome? Was it by the ſword of France, when 
nobly defending her privileges civil and religious? 
No: For then her defence would have been record- 


ed to her praiſe, —But, poiſoned by thoſe wicked 
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and ſpiritual. 


emptineſs and miſery in the extreme. 


17 
principles received from France, ſhe deſerted the faith 
for which her anceſtors bled, and baſely ſacrificed her 
all, to the fair promiſes of French Atheilts. 
O Holland! wary, but too ſelfiſh Holland, hadi 


thou kept thy faith, the “ faith once delivered to thee 
* by the ſaints“ -hadſt thou feared God, and con- 
tinued in the exerciſe of true religion hadſt thou 
been faithful in thy alliance with Britain, and not 
hearkened to the ſiren ſong of French principles 
and French Atheiſts, thou mighteſt haye ſtill been 
happy! But alas, alas! too fond of traffic, thou haſt 
bartered away thy reputation, thy independence and 
thy religion, for baſe diſhonourabject ſlavery 


and the fouleſt atheiſm. 


Holland, who but a few years ago 


was the ftorchouſe of Europe, and the centre of all 
commercial intercourſe, now exhibits a picture of 


che obtained riches, are either taken from her, Or 
the dares not aſe them. She was happy, but the 
would not believe it.—She profited by all the nations 
of Europe, yet was not content.—She had the form 
of religion, but grew | tired OL gn Rog | 
Sabbath was violate 


! and profaned—the ordinanc 


C | M 


Let murmurers look at 
Holland and tremble, let them look at Holland a- 
gain, and learn to prize their mercies both temporal 


The ſources 
of her wealth are now dried up- the means by which 
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18 
were ridiculed and deſerted, jure and certain preſages 
F approaching ruin. She became wiſe in her own 
imagination —embraced, without examination, the 


doctrine of thoſe who are given to change became 


highly diſſatisfied, of courſe, with all eſtabliſhments, 


civil and religious, and longed exceedingly for an 


opportunity to caſt off the yoke. An opportunity 


offered ſhe cagerly embraced it, and now © ſhe is 
eating the fruit of her own ways, and filled with 


” her own devices.” 
May Holland ever ſtand as a beacon to Britain, to 
guard and preſerve her againſt the quickſands of Li- 


berty and Equality, on the one hand; and againſt 
the aL rocks of Atheiſm and NY on the 


It muſt indeed be allowed that we of this nation 


have been ungrateful to God for mercies received, 
as well as thofe of other nations, yet 1 am perſuad- 


ed there are not a © few names in it, who have not 


e defiled their garments.” A remnant who ceaſe 
not to call upon God, and for whoſe fakes, he hath 
fpared and preſerved us from the general calamity. 
May God increaſe their number, ſtrengthen their 
faith, and preſerve them from ſeduction. Innume- 
rable and artful have been the attempts of deſigning, 


unprincipled men, to ſhake the faith of the true 


Chriſtian, and to make all diſſatisfied with their 
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19 
preſent condition. A conduct ſo horrible this, that 
it cannot ſurely be thought improper in us to pray 


God, that he may confound the wicked counſels, 
and diſappoint the infernal deſigns of ſuch monſters 
of iniquity, When we conſider the low artifice, 
and the perſevering zeal, with which thoſe men have 
_ endeavoured to diſſeminate their wicked principles, 
both of a civil and a religious nature; when we look 
to the preſent ſtate of this country, flouriſhing in 
arts and flouriſhing in manufactures, there cannot 
remain a doubt with us, but that there are ſome in- 
herent qualities in the eſtabliſhment of this kingdom, 
in church and ſtate, happily calculated to make eve- 
ry honeſt man in love with both, and ready at all 
times, to ſhed the laſt drop of his blood i in their de- 
fence. 
To the Reformation, of * memory, and 
HY general diffuſion of religious knowledge, we are 
indebted, under Providence, for all our preſent bleſ- 
ſings; and of all the inſtitutions of our pious anceſ- 
tors, there is none, perhaps, for which we are more 
indebted to them, than for the eſtabliſnment of pa- 
rochial ſchools. To theſe nurſeries of piety and vir- 
tue, we are certainly indebted, for our advanced ſtate 
in arts and ſciences, and for our knowledge of reli- 


gion above all other nations.—Pity it is, that ſuch 


; uſeful members of ſociety, as the teachers of youth 


8 


r 
n 


| nx £4 
. 
r "I 
+ « . 


. 
0 * 
B 
1 
& / 
1 
* 
4 
+ 
1 
5 vi 
+ 
» + 
4 
1 
* 
1 
t : 
D + 
7 
1 
8.1 
* 
1 
b 
( 
1 . 
TY; 
4 
e 1 
L's 
18 
= 
CE! 
4! 
| 
i þ 4 
1+ 1 
"3 
k 4 
4% 
. 
1 
N 1 
1 
1 
iv % 
1 
«4 
ef 
4443} 
iq 
t 
uf 
'# 
1 
„ 
* 
41 
N 
43 
; 
We 1 
l 
NM 
. 
10 
1 
9 
70 
N. 
i Cad 
* LA. 
/ 7 
* 
174 
I 
4 
7 
404 
* 
4 
2 
We. 
4: 
% 
7 
5 
# 
7 
th, 
D 4 
*4 
ls 
"Iz 
” 
KH 
N \y 
WE 
* 
"I 
7 
2 ; 
$. | 

5 
* 

* 
9 
* 

, 4 


20 


are, ſhould be fo ill rewarded for their labour; that 
ſuch nurſeries, productive of ſo much good, ſhould 


cither be neglected or perverted. 


In proportion as theſe nurſeries are attended or 


neglected, the noxious weeds of ignorance and wick- 
edneſs, or the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs, will 
be ſeen to flouriſh, or to decay. Inſtruct men in 
the principles of religion, make them truly religious 
before God and the world, and they will be peace- 


able neighbours, and good ſubjects; from whom 
there is every thing to hope, and nothing to fear. 
But if theſe principles be neglected if men be 
brought up in ignorance and irreligion, they can 
neither be peaceable neighbours nor good ſubjects, 
but are ſit for treaſons, villanies and ſpoil and how 
can it be otherwiſe? They are deſtitute of a prin- 
ciple within, to regulate themſelves by, and ſo muſt 
always be © like the troubled ſea, whoſe waters con- 


* tinually caſt up mire and dirt.” 
If we ſpeak of the effects of li inſtruction, 


theſe are many and great: they have been happily 


experienced by our own nation, and readily acknow- 


ledged by others. In what nation but this, will you 
find ſuch ſtrict adherence to public faith; ſuch im- 
partial adminiſtration of juſtice; or ſuch honeſty in 


the private concerns of life? Where ſuch liberal ex- 


ertions for the pcor, as are made in the metropolis 


21- 


of this kingdom ?—But why go abroad for inſtances 
of ſuch liberality? There are families in our own 


pariſh, upon whom I have made frequent demands 


in behalf of induſtrious poor, and I never yet ap- 


plied, perſonally, to any of theſe, that I did not find 


them © ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate.” 


Thcſe are ſome of the many actions which the 
_ Chriſtian religion, and the Chriſtian religion alone, 
can excite men to perform, In the performance of 


theſe duties, we do what we can to put honour up- 
on God, by obeying his commands, and God has 


ſaid, They that honour me I will honour.” Now. 


this will hold true, whether we ſpeak of nations or 


individuals. If we ſpeak of nations, have not we 


of this nation been highly honoured of God, eſpe- 
cially of late? 

While our enemies have denied the being of a 
God—the doctrine of a Providence—falvation thro' 
a crucified Saviour—and a ſtate of rewards and pu- 
niſhments beyond the grave; we, of this nation, 


from the fulleſt conviction of theſe glorious truths, 


have not been aſhamed to proſtrate ourſelves before 


© Jehovah, acknowledging our fins, and imploring his 
* mercy and grace, and intreating him to pardon our 
9 iniquities, and diſappoint the deſigns of a malignant 
ſoe. The Lord hath heard our prayers and anfwer- 
ed our requeſts, and we have met this day, with 
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22 
millions of our grateful brethren in the land, to ren- 
der thanks unto the Lord for his goodneſs. 
I might here take notice of many inſtances of the 
Divine Goodneſs to this nation. At preſent, how- 
ever, I ſhall content myſelf, with ſelecting a few 
of thoſe that have a particular reference to our pre- 


ſent meeting; and I cannot omit, in the firſt place, 


taking notice of the goodneſs of God to us, with 


reſpect to the late harveſt. The earth herſelf, would 


teſtify againſt us as ſtupid and ungrateful, ſhould 


we forget this. It is God alone who giveth us rain 
and fruitful ſeaſons, filling our hearts with joy and 


gladneis. He hath cauſed the earth bring forth plen- 
ty, and he hath crowned the year with his good- 


neſs. © O give thanks unto the Lord for he is 


good: for his mercy endureth for ever,” Pal. 
exxxiv. 1. 5 Is 155 
We have been ſaved from the horror of an inva- 
ſion by the _ and firmneſs of our councils, 
and the extraordinary activity of our fleets—and we 


have been ſaved from an inſurrection, that at one 


period, aſſumed the moſt awful and nen 8 


pearance. 


I ſhall next mention ſome of the victories obtain- 
ed by our fieets—and the firſt that challenges our 
attention, is the well known victory of Lord Howe 
in the Channel. This victory gave a decided ſupe- © 
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the Cape of Good Hope, where the Dutch fleet 


fleet which ſailed from the Texel. The deſign of 


the active, the determined Admiral Duncan came 


who with a fleet of thirteen fail of the line, beſides 


23 
riority to our navy, and rouſed the eye of our 
ſeamen. 

The next is the ee victory gained by 
Lord St. Vincent. He engaged a fleet far ſuperior 
in numbers and in firength, and carried away 
four of their firſt rates, I take notice alſo, of the 
great victory obtained by Admiral Elphinſtone, at 


were taken as it were in a net. I call this a great 
victory, becauſe gained without n a ſingle 
drop of blood. 

But the victories obtained within the courſe of 
this year, or little more, are unexampled in the an- 
nals of the world. Think on the formidable Dutch 
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our foes was, that joining the ſquadron which lay 
in Breſt, it ſhould co-operate in invading Ireland, 
in overthrowing the government, in deſolating the 
land. Scarce had they ſailed, when the vigilant, 
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up with them, and completely vanquiſhed them on 
their own coaſt. 
Turn your attention next to the hero of Italy, 


large frigates, about 400 ſail of trauſports, with a 
_ choſen band of thirty thouſand robbers ſet off to re- 
volutionize Egypt, and like Alexander the Great, 
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24 
carry his victorious arms into the eaſt. He fails, and 
on his way, by deep-laid treachery, takes Malta, and 


in haughty triumph goes forward to take poſſeſſion 
of the land of Egypt. | 


An inferior fleet under the command of. 1 tried 


and proved hero is diſpatched after him. To the 


mouth of the Nile he goes, and returns to Sicily 
without ſeeing or hearing any thing of him. The 


nation begin to murmur. Again he ſets out. Again 


he arrives in ſight of the Nile, and ſees the whole 


French fleet moored acroſs the bay of Alexandria, i in 
the form of a powerful battery, guarding the paſlage, 
after they had landed the hero and his choſen band. 


Admiral Nelſon no ſooner came. up, than by a bold 


and an aſtoniſhing manceuvre, he attacked them, and 
deſtroyed or took the whole, except four — poſſeſſed 8 
himſelf of the bay of Alexandria, and completely 


cut off the retreat of this ſtrange adventurer. 


Scarce had the nation received the Joyful news, ſo 
acceptable to all Europe, when another victory, no 


leſs ſignal, and no leſs favourable to the peace of this 


country, is obtained by Sir J. Borlaſe Warren, off 
the coaſt of Ireland, who captured a French ſquadron 


of ſeven ſhips, with 4000 troops on board. © Theſe 
« are the doings of the Lord, and ſhould be marvel- 
&. 101 18 11 Our EVO es, Plal. cXxviii. 23. 


In all our engagements at ſea, Whether we ſpeak 
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25 
of fleets, of ſquadrons, or of ſingle ſhips; the zeal, 


fortitude and {kill of our commanders, the ſpirit and 
intrepidity of our ſailors, and the ſucceſs attending 


all their engagements, have been brilliant beyond 
example. But what adds greatly to the brilliancy 


of our victories is, the examplary piety of ſome of 
our victorious leaders. It is pleaſant to hear men, 


expreſſing their grateful ſenſe of mercies received; 
but to hear our commanders, and at a moment too, 


when fluſhed with complete victory, aſcribing all 1 
the glory of their ſucceſs to God, muſt give real ſa- 

tisfaction to every one, who acknowledges a God, 
and believes. in the cheering doctrine of a Provi- 


dence. | 
At the famous battle of Apiricourt, in France, 


where, if I miſtake not, King Henry the V. with 


gooo Engliſh, totally defeated the French who were 


near 80,000 ſtrong, the prince, perceiving what 
a complete victory they had obtained, ordered part 
of the cxiv. and part of the cxv. Pſalm to be ſung in 


the field of battle, to expreſs their gratitude to God 
in giving him the victory. Some of the hiſtorians 


tell us, that when the victorious Engliſh came to the 
Ne verſe of the cxv. Pſalm, they fell down upon 
their knees, and with one voice ſhouted, © Not un- 


to us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name 


e be the praiſe and the glory.” 
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26 
Similar to this has been the conduct of ſome of 
our admirals of late. The examplary piety of Ad- 
miral Duncan, both before engaging, and after over- 


coming the Dutch fleet, muſt be highly eniifying 1 


to every well-diſpoſed mind. And will not the con- 
duct of Admiral Nelſon, after he had vanquiſhed and 
taken poſſeſſion of the French fleet off Alexandria, 9 
be long remembered with heart- felt ſatisfaction? The 
ſun had not gone down on that victory, when the 
pious hero ſent orders to all his captains, to aſſemble 
their men as ſoon as poſſible, and render thanks to 
God for giving them the victory; and his own ſhip 
ſet them the example. 


What muſt their enemies, now their : af,” - 


have thought of this conduct? To ſee a whole fleet : 
as prompt in the performance of religious duty, as 


it had been i in naval tactics—to ſee a victorious fleet * 


employed in that religious exerciſe, which they had 
been taught to deſpiſe, could not fail to ſtrike, even 
them, with wonder and aſtoniſhment, and will ever 
be remembered with delight, by all who love our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity. PEAR Wes 
O Britain, highly favoured Britain! be true to thy 
God, and God will never leave nor forſake thee. | 
Acknowledge him 1n all thy ways, and he will Ul. 


rect thy ſteps, {o as to promote his own glory, and 1 


thy unſpeakable comfort and advantage. 
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Permit me, before I conclude this head, to men- 


tion a few circumſtances, which tend, I think, great- 
ly to enhance the value of our victories. Now the 


beſt way, perhaps, to eſtimate the value of our vic- 


| tories, is to think what would have been our fitua- 
tion, had France been as victorious over us, as we 
have been over France; it mult have been deplorable 

1n the extreme.—S0 deplorable, that life would not 
have been worth enjoying. 


No ſooner was it known that Buonaparte had got- 


ten out of Toulon, than a general whiſper of diſ- 
content was heard. For a conſiderable time, the na- 
tion was kept in a ſtate of painful ſuſpence, and men 


began to be liberal in their cenſures: ſome condemn- 


ed government, though groſsly ignorant of the mo- 


tives from which government acted—others con- 


demned Admiral Nelſon, for not overtaking and de- 
ſtroying the whole French fleet, as if our admirals 
were poſſeſſed of omniſcience, and had the winds 


and the waves at their command. 
Moſt men, now a-days, have the vanity to think 


that they are competent judges of every public mat- 


ter whatever, whether civil or religious, and at their 


own fire-ſide, or in their little goſſipping parties, 
they take upon them to condemn and approve pub- 
lic meaſures, juſt as the humour of the moment 


ſtrikes them, Take their word for it, it is an eaſy 
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matter to govern both church and ſtate, though theſe 
very perſons, perhaps, are living inſtances how ex- 
tremely difficult a thing it is for a man © to rule well 
% his own family,” or to conduct himſelf with pro- 
priety as an individual, even in the common affairs 
of life. They talk away of what this general ſhould 
have done at Dunkirk, and what that admiral ſhould 
have done in the Mediterranean, though theſe very 

| perſons cannot tell in what part of the world, the 
one or the other of theſe is to be found—whether 
north or ſouth, caſt or welt, Of the ſecret ſprings 
of government we are in a great meaſure ignorant, 
nor 1s it proper that we ſhould know them. And as 
we are very improper judges of the conduct of our 
commanders both by fea and land, we ſhould there- 
fore learn to ſpeak with modeſty upon ſubjeQs we 
are ignorant of, and judge of others as we would 
with others to judge of us. 

As to the management of public affairs, this 18 
veiled in the hands of men who have given the mol 
ſatisfactory evidence that they are every way quali- 
fied for the great and important duties of their of- 
fice; and the nation at large, have full confidence 
in their uprightneſs and integrity, as well as in their 
ability. 

Inſtead then of diving in into matters we cannot un- 
derſland, let us rejoice, that theſe are in the hands 


2 
of men, who are every way qualified to manage 
them. Men, who ſeem to have been raiſed up by 
Providence, to ſave this country from ruin. Let 
us ſtudy to live in peace one with another, and dif- 
charge with fidelity, the various duties incumbent 
upon us as men and as Chriſtians; leaving the iſſue 
of public affairs to Divine Providence, which has ſo 
oſten interpoſed in behalf of this nation, diſappoint- 
2 our fears, © brought light out of darkneſs, good 
© out of evil, and order out of confuſion.” 
"This: iſſue of things clearly ſhows us, that what- 
ever is, is beſt: and the late naval victory, gained o- 
ver the enemy by Admiral Nelſon, is a ſtriking in- 
ſtance of this truth. Had the French fleet been 
blocked up in Toulon harbour, we ſhould have been 
in fear and trembling all the winter. Had Admi- 
ral Nelſon overtaken it and been victorious, the Vic- © 
tory would not have been half ſo complete; for 
while the two fleets were engaged, the tranſports 
would have had time to return to port, and ſtill we 
ſhould have been afraid of an invaſion. Whereas, 
their landing in Egypt has ſubjected them to hard- 
flips and dangers inſurmountable. It hath brought 
forth a declaration of war from the Divan, and will 
probably be the mean of forming a ſtrong confede- 
racy againſt them of the northern powers. But ſtill 
mor e—by this victory, a new and boundleſs ſource 
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of trade is opened up to this country, and our cha- 
racter among the nations, will ſecure to us advan- 


tages in trade, which no other nation can enjoy. 


Let it be our earneſt ſupplication to the God of all 


grace, that he would write a law of gratitude upon 


our hearts, and enable us to walk as the children of 


much diſtinguiſhed favours. 


But if we conſider our vidories in a religious 


point of view; we ſhall find abundant cauſe to ſay | 
with the Pſalmiſt, O Lord, how great is thy good- 


„ neſs!” 


names have long ago been rotten in the Chriſtian 


world, though deified of late by the ſons of Athe- 


iſm, clearly ſhows us the nature of the warfare } in 


which we are engaged*. The diſcovery of this in- 
fernal plot, at fo eventful a period of the world, is 


another proof of the ſingular care, and aſtoniſhing 


goodneſs of God to this nation; and at the ſame 


time, is ſufficient to convince all, but Atheiſts, of: - 
the fulfilment of ſcripture prophecy, © that the gates 
© of hell ſhall never prevail againſt the church of 


„ Chriſt.” 


But there is another view of the fabjea which 1 
beg leave here to mention, as it hath ſtruck me with 


* See Barrud!'s Hiſtory of Jacobiniſm, 124 Robiſon's Proofs of a 


Conſpiracy againſt all the Religions and Governments in Europe. 


The helliſh conſpiracy to exterminate the 
Chriſtian religion, begun in France, by men whoſe 
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ſome force. Who can tell, but our victories, eſpe- 
cially the victory gained by Admiral Nelſon in the 


eaſt ſeas, may be the happy mean of opening a door 
for the propagation of the glorious goſpel of the 
Son of God, in that corner of the world? There the 


wonders of Jehovah were once conſpicuous in be- 


half of his peculiar people. Not far from the place 
where this victory was obtained, we can trace the 
footſteps of our bleſſed Saviour and his apoſtles, go- 
ing from place to place, continually doing good to 
the bodies and the ſouls of men; and though the 
light of the glorious goſpel of the Son of God hath 
long ſince been ſhut out from theſe places, by hea- 
theniſn darkneſs and ſuperſtition, yet who can tell, 
but this may be the dawn of that glorious era, when 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhall ariſe with healing 
under his wings? e 
The aſtoniſhing victory gained by our fleet off 
Alexandria, over an enemy already obnoxious to 
them, cannot fail to encourage a ſpirit of inquiry a- 
mong chat people. By this victory, the name of 
Briton will be known, where Britons never were. 
They will enquire what we are, and what is our re- 
ligion. And finding that we are a brave, humane, 


ſteady, honeſt and religious people, who can tell, 


but they may diſcover an eager ſolicitude to culti- 
vate our friendihip——to court our alliance—and to 
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embrace our religion. And when Jeruſalem ſhall 
be built up again, theſe ſhall come with their gifts 


and their oblations. 


This was the caſe after the defeat of Matentiut by 
Conſtantine; the Roman empire, with all ; its tribu- 
tary provinces was added to the church of Chriſt, 


; There is that in the temple and ſervice of God, and 


in the goſpel of Chriſt, which once went forth from 
| Jeruſalem, to invite even kings to bring preſents; 
nay more, there is enough to induce kings “ to pre- 

„ ſent themſelves to God a living ſacrifice,” I 


prophetic language, and in reference to goſpel times, 
David mentions two countries, out of which ſubjects 


and ſuppliants were leaſt expected; yet the prophet 
ſays, with ſeeming ſatisfaction, Egypt and Ethi- 
* opia {hall ftretch forth their hands, Pſal. Ixviii. 31. 
They ſhall come from theſe countries and others - 
milar to them, and ſhall ſeek God's favour, and ſub- 


mit to God's laws, 
Now who can tell, but this may be the dawning 
of that happy period, when theſe countries ſhall 


ſtretch forth their hands; when they ſhall ſay, hear- 
inz of our religion, and wiſhing to embrace it, what 
the people of n ſaid to Paul, „Come over 


« and help us.“ 


When this 1s the caſe, I can then ſee a tf in 


providence to fend miſhonaries; can then be per- 
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fuaded, that there will not be wanting men of real 


: principle, men of real abilities, of prudence and ex- 
perience, to go over and do what they can, to pro- 
pagate the name and religion of Jeſus, among theſe 
poor untutored tribes. The time, we are aſſured, 
will come, when Zion ſhall be built up again, when 
they ſhall come from Egypt and Ethiopia, and the 
countries around, and in imitation of Old Teſtament 
times, ſhall ſet their faces towards Jeruſalem, and 
tay to their fellow worſhippers as they advance, 
Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the 


« Lord, to the houſe of the God of Jacob, and he 


ol will teach us his ways, and we wil walk f in his 


20 ſteps.” 


Happy times! . happy they: who live to lee 
them; and happier ſtill, they who ſhall go over and 


be afliſting to them. Better be there, when this is 
the caſe, even among a people who are poor, and 


mean, and ignorant, yet willing to learn; than to 


dwell among a people, rolling in affiuence and ſplen- 
dor, who profeſs to know God, but 3 in works deny 


him. 


The reſt of the e ſubject ſt; be leſt tall ke aſter- 
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EXODUS Xv. 1 
"I 7 10 ͤ1 1 ng unts the Lord + be hath triumphed. 
e / 


T HERE cannot be preſented to the buman mind 
a more pleaſing idea, than that of a whole nation, 
millions of ſouls, aſſembled together, and at the ſame 
inſtant of time, offering to God the ſacrifice of praiſe 
and thankſgiving. By this act, we recognize our 
mer ies acknowledge God to be the author of them, 
and with one heart and one voice, aſeribe to him, 
as is his due, all the glory and all the praiſe. © Sing 
« unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriouſly.” 
And who 1s there among us, my friends, that will 
not cordially join in the grateful ſong? 1 
In the former diſcourſe I have faid a few things 
on the duty of thankſgiving. : # have alſo mention- 
cd ſome of choſe inſtances & the Divine goodneſs, 
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lately manifeſted in behalf of this nation, with a 
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view to excite in us the warmeſt gratitude and love 


to God, „ who ny 7 loadeth us with his benefits.” 


I now come, 


In the third 2 To bring home the matter to 
ourſelves. 8 | 


By our pious and rightful ſovereign, we are cal- 


led upon to ſet this day apart to Almighty God for 
public thankſgiving, on account of the recent and 
ſignal interpoſition of his providence, in the late 


memorable battle fought in diſtant ſeas, as well as 
our deliverance from invaſion and from inteſtine 


commotions. 5 And if we have a juſt ſenſe of the va- 

lue of theſe mercies, for which we are met this day 
to render thanks unto the Lord, our hearts, I am 
_ perſuaded, will be enlarged | in his praiſe. By the 


wonderful things God hath done for us, he hath 
made this year remarkable to future ages. 


The victory here alluded to, together with the 


other victories obtained by our fleets, have not only 
been the means of ſaving this country from miſery 
and ruin, but muſt be productive of tlie greateſt ad- 
vantages.—Had the French been as ſucceſsful againſt 
us, as we have been over them, we had been groan- 
ing under the horrid effects of their tyrannical power. 


app pointed for the purpoſe, and God hath put great 
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Europe in general, and Proteſtants in particular, have 
good reaſon to be glad and rejoice. 


But what is particularly pleaſing to obſerve at this 
time, is, that all ſorts of perſons confeſs the hand of 
God in theſe victories. Not only our commanders 


and privates—not only. our ſtateſmen in hoth houſes 
of Parliament—not only the ſerious but the profane, 
agree © that theſe are the doings of the Lord.” 


In former times, it was too common for inſtru- 

ments to challenge the glory of great actions to them- 
ſelves; but to the honour of the navy of Great Bri- 

tain, both our officers and men agree, and are not | 
aſhamed to acknowledge © that God hath given 
% them the victory,” When men of piety and vir- 
tne fill our places of truſt at home, and command 
our fleets and armies abroad, what is it the nation 


may not expect? 
In theſe ſignal victories obtained over our enemy, 


we may behold diſplayed in our behalf, all the per- 


fections of Jehovah. 
His power, hath been manifeſtly lifolayed, in 


tchwarting the deſigns, and cruſhing the attempts of 
an inyeterate foe, I do not mean by ſaying ſo, to 
detract from the ſkill, the bravery, and the ſteady 


conduct of our commanders; No: Theſe men were 
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honour on their names, by making uſe of them in 


our ſignal ſucceſſes againſt the enemy. Theſe are 
but inſtruments however, and may be content to af- 


firm, in the words of one who was a great adept in 


military affairs, * Bleſſed be the Lord, my ſtrength, 


„ which teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers 


5 to fight, Pfal. cxliv. 1. When we conſider the 
great things done in behalf of this nation, we muſt 


acknowledge, that nothing but an arm full of power, 
could have achieved them; and by ſo doing, he hath 
ſubdued a ſtrength, which in their own eyes, appear- 
ed invincible. The progreſs which they made for 


a time upon the continent, was truly alarming.— 
At their command, cities opened their gates, and 
vaſt provinces ſubmitted at diſcretion. Their power 
and their cruelty ſtruck terror into the hearts of all ; 
around. Britain alone, ſtood out againſt the impe- 
rious foe. By all the treachery and diſſimulation, 
for which they are ſo famous, they endeavoured to 
detach Ireland from this country. By bribes, and 
flattering declarations, they encouraged a ſpirit of 
rebellion there, and promiſed to aſſiſt the diſaffected 


with a force ſufficient to emancipate them from ſlave- 


ry. They declared themſelves rooted enemies to our 
religion, and vauntingly ſaid, they would extirpate 
che NEG name of Chriſtian, —But the Almighty had 
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ſaid otherwiſe, and therefore, all their attempts were 
vain and unſucceſsful. 


Think on the well known inſtance of Bantry Bay, 
which they reached without oppoſition, At this 
time, our fleets were ſo ſituated, that by adverſe 
winds, they could not poſſibly get out of port. Yet 
He, whom the winds and the ſeas obey, made theſe 
very elements fight for us—ſcattered our enemies, 
and completely fruſtrated their deſigns. 

And has not the juſtice of God manifeſted itſelf . 
againſt our external and internal foes, in effeQually 
diſappointing the vain attempts of the one, and ex- 
poſing the infernal deſigus of the other? : 

We are now at war with a people, who think they | 
have a right to every thing which they can ſeize by 


force or by fraud—a people, whom no treaty or oath == 


can bind, if by any means they are able to violate 
them. Since the murder of their king, they have 
: been wading through blood, to ſatisfy their ſavage 
cruelty, and gratify their rapacious ambition. By 
bribery, and every mean which malice and wicked- 
neſs can invent, they have endeavoured to diſturb 
the peace of kingdoms, ſowing the ſeeds of diſcord, 
wherever they feared oppoſition, or expected plun- 
der. Having torn down the great bulwark of a na- 
tion, in their own kingdom, „/e diſtinction of ranks 
In ſociety, they endeavour to make other nations fol- 
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low their example, and in order to accompliſh their 
end, they ſedulouſly inculcate the doctrine of equa- 
lity, they teach men to diſregard their rulers, and 
deſpiſe their ſuperiors. This doQrine, though per- 
fectly conſonant t6 a wicked unprincipled heart, 


is contrary to ſtrict juſtice, and contrary to ſcrip- 


ture; and I might add, it is contrary to, and con- 
demned by, their own invariable practice. But 
the people of this country are too well acquaint- 
ed with their Bibles; and their faith in the great 


and precious truths therein contained, is too well 


founded, to be ſhaken by the fair ſpeeches of 
French Atheiſts. Theſe men are ready to make 


the faireſt promiſes, and the moſt flattering declara- 
tions; but, contrary to all their pretences, it is too 


evident, that their will and pleaſure are, that every 


part of Europe ſhall bow the knee to them bring 


forward their all and lay it down at their feet—and 
in return, they ſhall receive from them—Liberty and 
Equality—that is, they ſhall be permitted to become 
their ſlaves, 


But not content ek endeavouring to nfl all 


Europe, they ſend 30,000 men into Egypt, to car- 


ry on their ſyſtem of plunder. and cruelty there.— 
But the juſtice of God hath viſibly overtaken chin 


in the complete defeat they have ſuſtained by ſea; 
and thoſe who have landed in Egypt muſt fall at laſt, 
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victims to their own folly and madneſs; for juſtice, 
however {low to appearance in its operation, is al- 
ways ſure, and will, in the end, overtake and de- 
ſtroy all workers of iniquity. While they are em- 
ployed in acts of injuſtice, cruelty and oppreſſion, 
may it ever be our ſtudy and delight,“ to do juſtly, 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with God.” 

If we conſider the attempts that have been made, 
to diſtreſs and ruin the peace and happineſs of this 
country, by defigning men, working upon the credu- 


 lity of the ignorant and unprincipled, to bring about 


their own ends, we muſt admire the wiſdom of God, 
which gracioully interpoſed in our behalf, and not 
only prevented their wicked deſigns, from being car- 
ried into execution; but brought order out of confu- 
ſion, when all was dark and chreatening. It is a 
truth well known to yourſelves, that no mean has 
been left untried, to diſſeminate thoſe diabolical 
Principles in this country that have ruined France; 
and will, in the end, be the ruin of any people. To 
prepare men for the reception of theſe principles, va- 
rious attempts have been made, firſt, to unſettle their 
minds in things civil and religious, and then render 
them inimical to the preſent rulers, and the preſent 
government. And did not the unaccountable con- 
duct of Oppolition give too much countenance to 
theſe daring attempts? Their conſtant cry was, that 
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che war was unjuſt, and that Miniſters were carrying 

it on, contrary to the ſenſe of the nation at large. 
Every thing ſaid by Oppolition, was induſtriouſly 

handed about the country by the diſaffected, as if 

on purpoſe to create univerſal diſcontent. At laſt, 


the ſpirit of the nation was rouſed, and the ſenſe of 


the nation tried: and to its credit and honour, the 
collected, and almoſt unanimous ſenſe of it was, a 


firm and determined reſolution to carry on the war, 


againſt the treacherous and perſidious foe without — 


to check, by every legal method, the daring ſpirit 


of rebellion forming within, and to protect from in- 


ſult and danger, the lives and properties of peace- 


able and loyal ſubjedts.— To the a wiſe God 


we glory and honour.” 
When we conſider the exalted privileges, civil and 


religious, which we of this nation enjoy, and the 


deſperate attempts that have been made, by foreign 


and domeſtic foes, to deprive us of theſe advan- 


tages, we have reaſon to ſay with the Pſalmiſt, (O 
Lord, how great is thy goodneſs!” Had not the 
goodneſs of God interpoſed in our behalf, and fruſ- 
trated the deſigns of our enemy, deplorable, beyond 


expreſſion, had been our ſituation. Every vic- 


tory gained by our fleets and ſquadrons, during 


the whole of this war, ſhould be conſidered by 


us, as a ſingular inſtance of the Dieine goodneſe 
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in our behalf, becauſe our danger was great, had 


we failed in any one of theſe engagements. But 
the goodneſs of God not only appears in our ſignal 


ſucceſſes againſt the enemy abroad; but in expoſing 

the horrid deſigns of a cruel, e enemy with- 

in. 
The Britiſh conflitution, under which we Have 


| the happineſs to live, is the pride of every true Bri- 


ton, and the envy of the world. It ſecures to us 
the moſt invaluable bleſſings, civil and religious. It 
is a conſtitution that hath ſtood the teſt of many 


years, with growing approbation. Yet its ſuperior | 


excellency, hath not been able to ſereen it from the 
hoſtile attacks of unprincipled men. Theſe have 


bound themſelves with an oath, to deſtroy it, and to 


ſet up in its place, a new conſtitution, brought over 


from France, and rolled up in the blood of thou- 


ſands and ten thouſands. But the goodneſs of God 


hath graciouſly interpoſed in behalf of this nation, 


and prevented the introduction of this bloody con- 


ſtitution. The traitors have been diſcovered, tried, 
found guilty, and puniſhed with baniſhment or i 
death, O praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and Tor | 
„ his wonderful works to the children of men,” 


Pſal. cvii. 8. 


If we ſpeak of liberty, whether civil or religious, 
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good man can reaſonably deſire, and more of it than 


we have made a proper uſe of, Viewing our fitu- 


ation and circumſtances as we ought, our hearts 
thould be filled with gratitude, our mouths with 


praiſe, and our lives with obedience, to that“ God 


© who daily loads us with his benefits.“ © The lines 
have fallen to us in pleaſant places.” Juſtice runs 
down our land like a ſtream.— Trade and manufac- 
tures flouriſh—no man need be idle who is willing 
to work, and never were greater encouragements 
given, even to the common labourer. In this coun- 
try, whatever a perſon earns, he can call his own, 
and no man dare take it from him, or inſult him 
with impunity. 


Let us contraſt our ſituation. * a moment with 
that of France, and if we be not determined to keep 
our eyes ſhut againſt the force of truth, we mult ac 


knowledge the ſingular happineſs of our lituation, 
and bleſs God for it. 


We have a king, who, with juſtice may be ſtyled 


the father of his people, who, while animated by 
| an ardent deſire to promote the Divine glory, and 
the intereſts of Chriſtianity, hath ever near his heart, 
the welfare and proſperity of his ſubjects: hath ever 
been found the guardian and protector of thoſe who 
live peaceable lives © in all godlineſs and honeſty.” 
By our happy conſtitution, moreover, we are allow- 


+ ; 
ed to ſit under our own vine and fig-tree—to at- 
tend the public ordinances of Divine grace without 
Fear—to hear the joyful ſound, “ that God is in 
& Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf,” 2 
Cor. v. 19.—that life and immortality are brought 
to Iicut through the golpel, 2 Tim. i. 10.—that we 
are begotte: again unto a lively hope, or an aſſur- 
ance of ſalvation, by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt 
from the dead, &c. 1 Pet. i. 3, 4. and that to them 
who, by a patient continuance in well-doing, ſeek for 
glory, and honour, and immortality, will be render- 
ed etei nal life, Rom. ii. 7 

But is it ſo in France? Ah no! They have five 
kings, but five deſpots—who neither hear nor be- 


lieve any of theſe doctrines juſt now mentioned. II 


formerly, they had any thing like true religion a- 
mong them, they have now put an end to it; and 
by a cruel edict, expreſsly prohibited every thing 
that might bring it into view. It is true, they 
have diſcovered a wiſh of late to adopt ſome 
ſettled ſyſtem of civil regulation; and to bring 
this about, they have called in religion to their 
aid. So that while this ſtrange conduct of theirs 
furniſhes us with a ſtrong argument in favour 
of religion, even from Atheiſts, it reads to us this 
important leſſon, That whenever men wiſh to throw 
all order into confuſion, to diſſolve all ſociety, and 
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to live at large, like ſavage beaſts of prey, they muſt 
diſcard religion. On the other hand, if men wiſh 
to ſupport civil eſtabliſhments, to ſecure ſocial hap- 
pineſs, and to have their lives and properties pro- 
tected, they muſt embrace religion. Though theſe 
five tyrants of France have unwittingly furniſhed 
us with a ſtrong argument in favour of religion, they 


_ demonſtrate to the world, by their own conduct, 


that they are deſtitute of it themſelves. Let their 
pretenſions and declarations be what they will, it is 
evident, from all their proceedings, that they are 


graſping at univerſal conqueſt, and wiſh to aggran- 


dize themſelves, at the expence of all the nations of 
Nope nay, even at the expence of their own. 
See the haughty conqueror of Italy, who finiſh- 


ed his campaign before others took the field—who 
was a terror to ſurrounding ſtates, and inſolently 


| boaſted, that he would give peace to Europe—liber- 


ty to the world—that he would erect his ſtandard in 


London, and humble the pride of Britons—See him 
ſet fail to take poſſeſſion of the land of Egypt, and 
carry his conqueſts to the Indies. But where is 
he now? What is become of the army of Eng- 
land? They are landed in Egypt, it is true, but, in 


all probability, * ſhall leave their carcaſes in the 


wilderneſs. 


This rout Patron of wenn mighty con- 


. 
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queror of kingdoms, muſt ſoon be cut off, or oblig- 


ed to ſue for peace for life—from poor untutored 
Arabs; or ſurrender himſelf a priſoner to the Britiſh, 


His paſſive followers, the tools of his oppreſſion and 
cruelty, muſt be diſpirited and languiſh, or fall by 
diſeaſe; and God ſeems to have ſpoken to him, as 


in the words of the prophet, © the horn of Moab is 


« cut off, and his arm is broken, ſaith the Lord. 
„ Make ye him drunken: for he magnified himſelf 
e againſt the Lord! Moab alſo ſhall wallow in his 
© yomit, and he alſo ſhall be a deriſion,“ Jer. xlviii. 


25, 26. Sometimes perſecutors have groaned out 


warnings to others by their miſerable end; yet the 


end of all thoſe perſecuting tyrants, who have torn 
and ruined France, does not yet ſeem to have made 


any impreſſion upon the minds of that infatuated 


people. Long has that ill-fated. country been the 
ſeat of perſecution, a land of wickedneſs; and the 


people in it have been the inſtruments of Satan, in 


ſhedding the blood of innocent Proteſtants. God 
: hath heard the cry of martyrs' blood—the groans 


of tortured priſoners: © He is making inquiſition for 


blood, and will remember them, Pſal. ix. 12. Per- 
haps, the chief of God's controverſy with that na- 


tion is, on account of the violence done to his own 
children. He may at preſent, be uſing that infatu- 


ated people as a rod, to chaſtiſe the nations for their 


10 


ſins; and then he may turn them againſt one an- 


other, until the Proteſtant religion be eſtabliſhed in 


* country. 


IMPROVEMENT, 


1. When Moſes had begin the Gilden of 
Iſrael to the Red Sea, he commanded them “ to 
* ftand fill and ſee the falvation of God.” We, my 
friends, with the reſt of our brethren in the nation, 
are called upon by a pious ſovereign, to ſtand ſtill 
this day,—to contemplate the wonders which God 


hath done for us, and to bleſs his name for his good- 
fs. To him then, as the great firſt cauſe, we 
muſt aſcribe all the praiſe, and all the glory of theſe 
victories, ſo opportune, and ſo advantageous. If 


nels. 


we afcribe the praiſe to any other as the firſt cauſe, 


we rob God of his due we deprive ourſelves of the 
benefits we diſcover, that we have not a proper 
Tenſe of our mercies, and God may be provoked to 


blaſt thoſe cheering hopes, which theſe victories 
have raifed, concerning the peace and proſperity of 
the nation. In obtaining any advantage over the 


enemy, we are too ready to look upon the outward 


means, and viſible inſtruments of our deliverance, 
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48 
and ſo forget the Supreme Diſpoſer of all events, 
who employs them—direQs them, and bleſſes them. 
Every mercy we receive then, every deliverance 


with which we are favoured, ſhould be aſcribed to 
God alone as the proper author. “O give thanks 
© unto the Lord for he is good, Sec. Plal. exxxvi. 1. 


2d. Our praiſe and thankſgiving mult be accom- 
panied, with ſuitable reſolutions of amendment. 


Place all your dependence upon God alone, Pro- 
voke not his wrath by your ſins, for his vengeance 
is terrible. Reſolve, from a conviction of paſt guilt, 
that you will henceforth yield yourſelves to the con- 
duct and diſpoſal of infinite and unerring wiſdom. 
 & Keep yourſelves in the love of God,” Jude 21. 


Should the conteſt in which we are engaged with 
our enemies continue long, and ſhould they in the 
ourſe of this conteſt, obtain ſome great advantages 
over us, yet let us not deſpond. The cauſe for 


which we contend is noble, for it is the cauſe of 
God and of truth. He is a righteous God whom 


ve ſerve; and in his own time and way, he will ef- 


*:Qually lend his own caule, to the joy of his peo- 
ple, and the utter confuſion of his enemies. 

In every, the moſt trying ſituation then, be not 
c.% down, but make your requeſts known to God, 


7 


who alone can dulivetr; and let all your vows and 
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reſolutions be made in a dependence upon Divine 

„ 

3d. Our Falte and efohitjons muſt be followed 

up with poſitive acts of true obedience. | 
If God hath been ſingularly kind to us as a nation, 


it is not enough that we make a public appearance, 
and a public acknowledgment of his goodneſs in 
the congregation. Our future conduct muſt declare 


to the world, that we have a grateful ſenſe of his 


: goodneſs upon our hearts. Without this, our public 
profeſſions, are a ſolemn mockery of God. Suitable 
actions, are the trueſt praiſes, | in the ſight of God. 

To engage you actively in his ſervice then, recol- 


lect the evils, which threatened us as a nation, both 


external and internal, the many mercies we have re- 


ceived from God, and let the conſideration of theſe, | 
rouſe and awake our latent piety, and baniſh from a- 


5 : mong us, that ſhameful neglect of religion, that grow- 


ing indifference and diſregard for its ſacred inſtitutions, 
which are the diſgrace of a people profeſſing Chriſti- 
anity. Do nothing that may be offenſive to God, or 
hurtful to the intereſt of true religion. And while 
ſome are ſtudying to be rich by any means; others 
ſtudying how to cheat, and ſteal, and take the ad- 
vantage of their neighbour ; and ſome are even ſtu- 
dying how to ſet the world on fire; ſtudy you, my 
friends, to be holy in all manner of converſation. 
G | 


Ds, 5 
Thi & not that the purity of our eſtabliſhed religion, 


or ne ſuperior excellency of our conſtitution will 


ſ-7e us, if we forget God and deſpiſe religion; No: 
theſe privileges will certainly aggravate our " guilt, 
but not plead our excuſe. 


There are ſome men among us, who indulge 


themſelves in gloomy and fearful apprehenſions of 
out ſituation, who are always propheſying diſappoint- 


ment to us, and ſucceſs to our enemies, who talk of 
their numbers—their reſources—their daring and 
perſevering ſpirit, which, they ſay, in the end muſt 


ſecure them of ſucceſs. Be it fo. Multiply their 


numbers—magnify their refources—allow that 


they are capable of making the moſt deſperate at- 
tempts, both open and concealed, to ruin this king- 


dom. What of all this? We are engaged in a good 


cauſe; the end we have | in view is good, namely, to 

preſerve inviolate, our lives, our properties and our 

religion, and of courſe, to ſecure the peace and hap- 
- Pineſs of the nation. 


Sad hath already bleſſed the means e to 
bring about this end and we truſt, he will conti- 
nue to bleſs them, until we ſhall obtain an honour- 


peace upon a ſure foundation. If we be faith- 
45 to God, and true to one another, 1 can ſee no 


reaſon ! being afraid of the enemy. Iam more 
afraid of that cold indifference and lukewarmneſs in 
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religion, which are faſt gaining ground among one 


claſs of men; and that bold infidelity and profligate- 


neſs of manners which prevail among another claſs, 


than of all the exaggerated ſtrength of the enemy 


Nay, than of all the powers in Europe leagued a- 


gainſt us. Should the nations of Europe combine 


againſt us, we have means ſufficient for our own de- 
fence and their defeat. But if we make God our 
enemy by ſin, where ſhall we procure means of ſafe- 
ty — with whom ſhall we form an alliance? Let me 
call upon all then, without exception, to be faithful 
in the diſcharge of their duty to God and to one an- 
an «* to walk circumſpectly, not as fools, but as 
« wiſe, redeeming the time, becauſe the days are 
« evil,” Eph. v. 1 55 16.—But as I feel particularly 
concerned for the young, I would beg leave to con- 
clude at this time, with an addreſs to parents, be- 
cauſe much, under Providence, depends upon their 
conduct, whether the riſing generation ſhall be a ſeed 
to ſerve God—or a ſeed of evil doers. 


PaR Ns. Remember the vows of God are up- 


on you, be conſcientious in the diſcharge of theſe 


VOWS, for God will call you to an account, 


Endeavour to poſſeſs your children, as early as 
poſſible, with an awe and veneration for God, for 
his worſhip and for his name. Suffer not your 
children to trifle with any of God's commands, but 


$2 


eſpecially with the fourth, otherwiſe you give coun- 
tenance to a fin that will harden the heart, and 
bring ruin upon both ſoul and body ; for if there 
be any one ſpecies of impiety, by which the very 
notion of religion may be obliterated from the mind, 
it is an habitual violation and contempt of that day, 
which Jehovah hath commanded to be kept holy. 

The Sabbath of the Lord, is the Chriſtian's ſtrong 

hold, fo to fpeak, and I will venture to affirm, that all 
the infidels and Atheiſts on earth, and devils in hell, 
combined together, will never be able to take the city 

of our God, till the obſervance of the Sabbath be en- 


tirely loſt: if ever this ſhould be the ele this country — 


is gone. | 
There is ſuch a connexion betwixt the os; 
ance of the Sabbath, and the progreſs of religion 1 in 
the world, that, as this day is neglected or obſerved, 


Chriſtianity muſt ſtand or fall. Let the great and 


the ſmall, the rich and the poor, think on this, and 
act as becomes them. The enemy have already at- 
tacked the outworks, and are laying ſiege to the cita- 
del, let not the rich and the great, by ſhamefully de- 

ſerting their poſt, expoſe the city of our God to ruin 
and deſtruction, but let them act their part and do 
their duty, that all under them, may be animated 
and encouraged to follow their example, and both 

united, may reſolve to ſtand or fall together. 
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Be grateful to God then, my friends, for the glo- 

rious inſtitution of the Sabbath; and, as parents, diſ- 
charge your duty faithfully upon that day, that it 
may be well with you and your children for ever. 
Whatever you wiſh your children to be, let them 
ſee a living example of it in yourſelves, otherwiſe 
your inſtructions will go for nothing. Introduce 
them early at a throne of grace, by prayers for them, 
and in their preſence. To ſee a parent, in the midit 


of his beloved offspring kneeling down, and on his 
bended knees, ſupplicating the bleſſing of God upon 


them, is a fight, with which both heaven and earth 
are well pleaſed. 


If parents were as much concerned for the eternal 


happineſs of their children, as they are to introduce 


them with advantage into the world, it would be 
well for both parents and children—it would be well 
for religion and it would be well for the peace and 0 


happineſs of ſociety. 


Parents will riſe early and ſit late, they will ex- 


poſe themſelves to difficulties and dangers by ſea and 
by land—they will conſult the wiſe and experienced, 
for the temporal advantage of their children; but do 
not ſeem to think it neceſſary to acquaint them early 


with God and divine things—to exhort them to make 


choice of that good part that ſhall not be taken from 
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them, © and to ſeek the kingdom of heaven in the 
e firſt place,” 

There are ſome parents who would conſider it as 
below the dignity of their enlightened underſtand- 
ing, to ſpeak of God and religion to their children, 
unleſs with a deſign to ridicule both ;—and there are 
ſome children who would ridicule their parents, as 
weak and unfaſhionable, were they to do ſo. Theſe 
parents, and theſe children, are both miſtaken; and 1 

wiſh they may be convinced of their error and wick- 
edneſs before it be too late. 


Children, from various cauſes, are much ſooner | . 


from under the eye of their parents now, than for- 
merly; if religious inſtruction then, be neglected in 
the early part of life, a thouſand to one, if ever 
: they obtain it. And what is the conſequence? As a 


. ſhip at ſea, without a rudder, hecomes the ſport of 


every wind and wav e, and is either daſhed to pieces 
upon a rock, or founders in the deep: ſo children 
ſent out into the world without being inſtructed in 
the principles of religion, which alone can regulate 

human conduct, become an eaſy prey to the firſt art- 
ful ſeducer, and go on from evil to worſe, until they 
be brought to ſome untimely end. And, O! ye 
careleſs and thoughtleſs parents, will not God re- 
quire their blood at your hands? . 
PARENTS, —Lead your children to church, tho' 


85 
the duty be conſidered, by ſome, as unfaſhionable. 
When public worſhip is over, after a prudent pauſe, 
let the remainder of the day be ſpent with your own 


families, in your own houſes, in the private exerciſes 
of religion. Delegate this truſt to none, ſo long as 


you are able to diſcharge it yourſelves. And here, 
J am led to ſpeak of the late inſtitution of Sunday 


Schools, I have delivered my ſentiments to many of 

you on this ſubject already. I have thought of it 

again and again; and the more I think of it, the 

more I am confirmed in my opinion. There is 

| ſome danger, perhaps, for a perſon to deliver his 


ſentiments publicly upon this ſubject, unleſs to give 


an unqualified approbation of it; as the current of 
public opinion ſeems to run ſtrong in its favour, and 


men are marked out, as of this or that party, accord- 
ing as they approve. or diſapprove of this inſtitu- 
tion. 


1 am now, my friends, ſanding at my poſt, and 
I ſhould think myſelf unworthy the truſt committed 
to me, did I keep back, or ſhun to declare, what I 


conſider as eſſential to your peace and happineſs. 
I fay nothing of thoſe men who were the firſt pro- 


moters of this inſtitution, nor of thoſe who patron- 


ize it. I hope their motives were pure, and their 


intentions good. I ſpeak only of the inſtitution It= 
ſelf, and its effets, And here, I am neither aſham- 
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56 
ed nor afraid to declare that I can ſee no neceſſity 

for the inſtitution, and I am afraid, men do not con- 
ſider the effects that are likely to follow it. 

In England, neceſſity may be pleaded; as we are 

told, there are few parents in common life there, 


1 who are qualified to inſtruct their children in the | 


principles of true religion. But even here I would 


not give up with the point of neceſſity, God hath 
given {1x days of the week for our own employment, 
and he challengeth a ſpecial propriety in the ſeventh. 
There are few men, who wiſh to do well, but may 
earn as much in fix days, as is ſufficient to ſupport 
their families, and educate their children. The Sab- 


bath is a day of reſt from worldly employment, and -1 


ought to be ſpent by us, in the public and private 


exerciſes of God's worſhip. —* Six days,” ſays Je- 2 


| hovah, © ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy work, 
< but the ſeventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy 
« God; in it thou ſhalt not do any work.” Now, 
teaching children to read, I rank among thoſe works 
which ought to be performed upon the fix days, 
Whatever then is taken from the ſeventh day, and 
employed in worldly purpoſes, I conſider as unlaw- 
ful; and the language of all thoſe parents conduct 
who do fo, to be, © We can employ our children on 

« the fix days of the week, greatly to our own ad- 


vantage; but we cannot employ them ſo upon the 
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„Sabbath, therefore, we will ſend them to ſchool 
on Sabbath, where they ſhall be taught to read, 

« and then we ſhall have them employed all the ſix 
« days of the week for our own advantage.” A 
conduct this, my friends, which I cannot help con- 
fidering, as a kind of pilfering from God f. 

But whatever may be ſaid on the point of neceſ- 


ſity, with reſpect to England, there can be no ſuch 


argument with regard to Scotland. 

From the wiſe inſtitution of parochial ſchools, e- 
very pariſh in Scotland is provided with the means 
of inſtruction. Children are taught, at leaſt, to read 


and write, and inſtructed in the firſt principles of 
our holy religion, as contained in our Confeſſion of 


Faith, Catechiſms Larger and Shorter. Sunday 
Schools then, are a reflection upon every pariſh 


where they are appointed. Nay more, they are a 
reflection upon every parent in that pariſh, It is 


declaring to the world, that here is a pariſh where 
the n in it, are either grofsly ignorant, or 


+1 am happy to learn, from a gentleman in this neighbourhood, who 
has been both active and ſucceſsful, in bringing ſome of the cotton mills 
under proper regulations, that in a ſhort time he expects to fee all the 
cotton mills in this county, brought into ſuch a regular ſyſtem, that no 
child will be taken into any of them, under ten years of age. By chis 
re gulation, children will have their education over, before they are ad- 


' mitted into theſe mills, and parents will be able to do 31! the buſt: nels oi 


Sunday Schools in their own families. 
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ſhamefully negligent. Negligent they may be, but 
ignorant they are not, as I might eaſily ſhow, from 
ſeveral pariſhes which come under my own obſer- 
vation, But I need not go without the bounds of 
my own pariſh. There are few heads of families in 
it but can ſubſcribe their own name; and there are 
no parents in it that I know, but are fully qualified 
to catechiſe their own family. If parents be care- 
leſs, or negligent, to God they muſt give an account, 
and terrible will be their doom, who ſuffer their 
children to periſh for lack of knowledge. : 
As to the effects of this inſtitution, I am afraid, 
: they are, and will be more ſerious, than men are 
now aware of, The very mode of appointing ſome of 
them is ſtrange; and here I ſhall fay nothing but | 
what falls under my own obſervation. A number 
of young men, perhaps well-meaning, meet toge- 


ther, and conſult where a Sunday School ſhould bc 


erected. One ſays, that ſuch a place would do very 
well. Another ſays, that ſuch another place is very 
much in want of a Sunday School. They go and 
talk with ſome of the people in thoſe places, who 
approve without thinking; they apply to ſome ſo- 
ciety, which fends out a deputation, and formally 
erects a Sunday School, and thus, old and young 
are put in motion upon the evening of a Sabbath, 
when they ought to be quiet in their own houſes, _ 
and employed | in the dutics of fami ly-religion. 
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There are many parents, eſpecially in common 
life, who have never an opportunity of being with 
their children but on Sabbath evening. Is it not 
the crueleſt thing in the world then, to ſeparate 


children from their parents, to divide families up- 
on that very evening on which, of all others, they | 
- ought to be together? „55 | 
It is ſaid, I know, that parents and others may at- 
6608 thoſe meetings, and receive inſtruction as well 
as children. This, I dare ſay, may be the wiſh of 
_ thoſe, who are to be the public ipeakers upon theſe 
occaſions, for if none but children were to attend 
theſe meetings, the fervour of thele teachers might 
cool. This obſervation is made from what took 
place in one of thoſe ſchools, in this neigh- 
bourhood. The perſon whoſe turn it was to 
addreſs the children that night, gave in charge | 
to them before they were diſmiſſed, © To be ſure and 0 
60 bring their parents with them next Sabbath even- | 
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„ing.“ This is one of the evils, which J have al- [ 
ways thought would accompany this inſtitution; | 
| namely, drawing away parents from their own hou- | 


ſes, on the evening of a Sabbath, to the omiſſion, 
or careleſs performance of family-religion. One of | 
the cauſes of the degeneracy and profligatenels of 
the preſent age is, the ſhameful neglect, if not con- 
tempt of family-religion,—and this inſtitution of 


| Sunday Schools, 1 am much afraid, is to give it its 
death wound. 

If ſo much good is to be done to children, by an 
inſtitution of this kind, why muſt it be done, at the 
expence of the duties of the Sabbath? Might not 
the intereſt of children be as well promoted, by hav- 
ing the meeting upon Monday night, or Saturday 
afternoon; and let every family apart, ſpend the 
evening of the Sabbath, in the private exerciſes of re- 
ligion? This would tend to promote the peace of 
ſociety, the happineſs of individuals, the intereſt of 
true religion, and the comfort of families. 

But ſtill it may be ſaid, that this inſtitution does 
not prevent parents from doing their duty at home 
alſo. They muſt be very ignorant of human nature 
indeed, who think ſo. Take either young or old, = 
who have been ſhut up with others in one place, for 
two or three hours, and employed all that time in 
reading, repeatinz, or hearing; attempt to go over 
the fame exerciſe with them when they get home, 
and you give them a diſguſt at religion. The mind 
and body worn out with attendance and attention, 
are unable to perform the taſk, and ſo family-reli- 
gion, is either neglected altogether, or careleſsly per- 
formed. 1 TX gh 

Another argument uſed in favour of Sunday 
Schools is— That parents are ſhame fully careleſs and 
negligent in their duty to their children. —Be it ſo.— 
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This inſtitution will certainly encourage and increaſe 


that careleſſneſs; and as many parents confider the 
exerciſe of a Sabbath evening with their children, 
as an irkſome taſk, which they are ready to ſhift, or 
perform in a careleſs and ſuperficial manner, ſo they 
will readily countenance an inſtitution, which ſeems 
ſo much calculated for their own eaſe, and their 
children's advantage. They never ſeem to think, 
all the while, that by ſo doing, they are about to 


= give up the very means of intercourſe with their fa- 


mily, which ought ever to be held facred ; becauſe it 


tends to keep alive and ſtrengthen that affection and 
regard betwixt parents and children, which ſhould 


be ſtrong as death, but which without ſuch inter- 
courſe, may degenerate into indifference, or ſome- 
| thing worle. Af 
It is well known to ſome ofyou, that there is a num- 
ber of young men, ſome of them day-labourers, now 
Preparing for being what 1s called, lay-preachers; and 
I underſtand they are to be fully qualified for this, in 
12 or 18 months, and then they are to be ſent as 


miſſionaries, over Scotland, to inſtruct the people in 


the principles of religion. — Perhaps this inftitution of 


Sunday Schools, was originally intended to pre- 


pare for them a congregation, by the time their 
teachers ſhall announce them qualified to preach.— 
Be that as it will, I repeat it again, my great objec- 
tion to Sunday Schools is, that I am afraid they will 
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deſtroy, in the end, all family-religion ; and whatever 
has a tendency to this, I conſider it as my duty to 
guard you againſt. I might alſo ſhow, that theſe 
ichools are hurtful to public religion, for it conſiſts. 
with my knowledge, that children ſtay at home from 
church, to prepare their queſtions for the evening; 
and thus families are divided, when they ought to be 
| together. = 
It 1s both pleaſant and profitable, for parent: to 
have their children around them on the evening of 
a Sabbath, to make them read a portion of God's 
word, and repeat their queſtions. By this exerciſe, 
parents are improving in religious knowledge them- 


ſelves, while they are inſtructing their children, 


Children begin to ſee that there is a reality in reli- 
gion, and that their parents are deeply intereſted in 
the welfare of their immortal fouls, Parental and 
tial affedion are greatly ſtrengthened, the gabbath 
of the Lord is devoutly obſerved, and both parents 
and children live together, as candidates for glory, 
honour and ! mmortality. 

PARENTS. —Look back on the days aki on 
the evening of every Sabbath, you ſtood around 
your father and mother, read a portion of ſcripture 
#0 them, and anſwered the queſtions they put to you. 
Do you not even now, remember theſe days with 
con afort, do you not think on the conduct of your 
parents, with the higheſt ovation! 


63 
PARENTS.— iſcharge your duty to your chil- 
dren faithfully, and your own hearts will approve of 


you; diſcharge your duty faithfully, and God who 


is greater than your hearts will approve of you; diſ- 


charge your duty ſathfully, and your own children 


will bleſs you, when your heads are laid low in the 
duſt. - 355 


To conclude, let me call upon all, to be grateful to 
God for his goodneſs, and to live, as becomes the 
diſciples of Chriſt. 'The times in which we live, 


my friends, are tuly awful, whether we conſider 
the ſtate of every kingdom in Europe, or the ſtate of 


men's minds cv ery where, both in reſpect to things 
civil and religious. Theſe alarming, theſe growing 
facts call upon you—they call upon me—they call 
upon every faithful ſoldier of * Chriſt to be at 
his poſt, © to watch and pray.” To watch againſt 
every artful attempt of deſigning men to miſlead and 
deceive, and to pray for God's grace to reſiſt tempta- 


tion, and continue ſtedfaſt in the faith. 


Pray, my dear hearers, for our ſovereign, George 
the king, that He, by whom kings reign, and 
princes decree juſtice, would give him a wiſe and an 


underſtanding heart; that he would protect his per- 

ſon; direct his council; proſper his arms; and long 
: preſerve his numerous hs, as happy pledges of the 
ſecurity of civil and religious liberty. 


Pray God to inſpire all ranks of men, under our 
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king and over us, with the ſpirit of their ſtation; 
that he would in an eſpecial manner, put it into the 
hearts of the rich and the great, to be examplary in 
religion, „to fear God, as well as to honour the 
king];“ that he would graciouſly accept the united 
thanks of the nation, offered up to him this day, for 


= his goodnels; ; and while it is neceſſary to continue 
the war, that he would go forth with our fleets and 

_ armies, and crown their exertions with ſucceſs. 
Pray tor that day, when all national jealouſies ſhall 
_ ceaſe, when both nations and individuals, will rel 

giouſly obſerve that univerſal rule of equity,“ all 
"6 things whatſoever ye would that men ſhould 
50 do unto you, do 0 even ſo unto them,” Matt, 


” ia: that that happy 1 eY may ſoon come, 
1 when nations ſhall agree © to beat their {wor ds into 


$6 plow- ſhares, and their ſpears | into pruning hooks,” 
Ia. ii. 4. When Ephraim ſhall no longer envy 


55 Judah, and Judah no longer vex Ephraim, 2: Ha 


ü. 13. When all animoſity, civil and religious be- 
ing totally ſubdued, peace, concord and proſperity 
may unite us in a“ threefold cord” not to be broken. 


And to God the Father, Son and Spirit, be endle f 
Praiſe. Amen. ww FE 58 
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